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WQA Appliesfor State Funds to Speed South El Monte Cleanup

The San Gabrid Basin Water Quaity Authority has gpplied for nearly $7 million in gtate funding to speed
‘ groundwater cleanup in the Rosemead-South El Monte area, where contamination is growing and water supplies
are shrinking.

“We need immediate action to meet thiswater supply criss” said Kirby Brill, WQA Executive Director. “Levels
of contamination a production wells areincreasing a an darming rate, and there is an imminent and growing
threet to other groundwater supplies.”.

The state water bond issue, which was gpproved in March, contains $7 million to be alocated by the State
Department of Toxic Substances Control for groundwater remediation projects. The money was put into the bond
issue at the request of the WQA.

The WQA applied to the state in May for $6,975,000 to help pay for a$9.3-million project to congtruct trestment
plants at wells belonging to the City of Monterey Park, San Gabrid Valey Water Company, Southern Cdifornia
Water Company and Cdlifornia: American Water Company. A grant from the U. S. Bureau of Reclamation would
pay for the remaining construction cost. Operation and maintenance costs, which are estimated at $950,000 ayear,
would be paid from other sources, including businesses that may have contributed to the contamination.

Before submitting the funding request, the WQA met with water producers and others to gain a consensus on the
mogt critical need for date assstance. The result of those discussions was a decision to focus on the water supply
criss developing in the northwest portion of the area designated by the U. S. Environmenta Protection Agency as
the South El Monte Operable Unit. Contaminetion there has dready forced closure of some wells and, unless
checked, the contamination could reach even more critica groundwater production centers. To expedite the pro-
ject, the WQA has dready signed a funding agreement with the City of Monterey Park and contracted for prelimi-
nary testing required by the sate. (See sories on the back page).

The U. S. EPA has developed a proposed cleanup plan and eventudly will require companies that contributed to
the contamination to help pay for cleanup. But it may take many months, if not years, for the EPA to reach agree-
ment with the companies. And under EPA palicies, the companies cannot be mandated to integrate the cleanup
with the water supply network, so immediate rdlief isfar from assured. Findly, even if negotiations wereto pro-
ceed amoothly, EPA-mandated cleanup facilities would not be in operation before 2003.

Brill said, “We cannat afford to wait for the EPA process to run its course or we will find ourselves with decress-
ing locd water supplies and increasing reliance on expensve water imported from the Colorado River or northern
Cdifornia”

V4 WQA Raises Assessment to Finance Accelerated Cleanup
\’ 4 In order to finance an accel erated plan to clean up contaminated groundweter, the WQA Board has

7 increased the assessment levied on water producers who hold pumping rightsin the San Gabrid Basin.
The new rateis $10.91 per acre-foot for capita improvements and $2.40 for adminigtration. The
(626%(3? 7777 administrative rate is unchanged, but the capital assessment was raised from $7.74 per acre-foot to pay
Www.wga.com for an aggressive effort to clean up contaminated groundwater, solve critica water supply problemsand

recover cogs from polluters.



Fast Track

WQA, Monterey Park Jointo Clean Up Water, Restore Supply

é

The WQA and the City of Monterey Park have approved an agreement to finance congtruction of groundwater
treatment facilities that will alow the city to reopen awell that has been shut down by contamination and aso drill
another well nearby. The deanup and water supply project will cut off the flow of contaminantsto prevent pollu-
tion from spreading westward.

The agreement cdlls for work on the project to begin immediately, while the WQA pursues funding sources,
including state bond money and contributions from companies that may have contributed to the contamination.
Under the agreement, the WQA will be responsible for 75% of the $2 million cost of the project, and the city will
be responsible for the remainder, pending receipt of other funding.

The city will administer and supervise the project and will own the cleanup facilities. The treatment plant will be
congructed on a.33-acre Ste in Rosemeed, where the City of Monterey Park drilled awell in 1968. Thewdl is
closed because of contamination by volatile organic compounds. The compounds are believed to have seeped
into groundwater years ago before industriad companies or regul ators were aware of the dangers posed by cardess
handling of degreasing agents.

The project will treet water from the reopened well and aso water piped to the site from anew well drilled nearby.
Indl, the project will produce up to 4,500 gdlon aminute of purified water for delivery to the city's cusomers.
The agreement calls for congtruction to be completed by June 30, 2002.

Contamination Creates Water Shortage in La Puente

é

The La Puente Valey County Water Didtrict Board of Directors has asked its customers to reduce water usage by
25% in the months of July, August and September because of water supply shortages created by the spread of
groundwater contamination.

The Didrict's wdlfield was shut down in 1997 because of contamination by perchlorate and N-nitrosodimethy-
lamine (NDMA\). Since then, the Didtrict has been buying water from four neighboring water producers, but two
of those will be unable to provide water this summer because of their own contamination problems.

The Didrict, with the financia help of the WQA, Main San Gabrid Basin Watermaster and the Upper San
Gabrid Valey Municipa Water Digtrict, has built a$5 million trestment plant to remove contaminants o it can
reopenitswels.  Although the plant isfully operationd, the water cannot be used until the State Department of
Hedlth Services givesfina approva. The six-month review processis ill underway, but could take many more
months. The La Puente Digtrict provides water to 9,000 resdentsin La Puente and the City of Industry.

State Increases Testing Process

é

The WQA has alocated $200,000 to
Stetson Engineers, Inc. to conduct
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water analyses and health risk assess- WQA Board Meetings July 24 5p.m.
ments required by the State Department o August 7 S p-m.
of Health Services for the South El WQA Engineering August 1 10 am.
Monte cleanup project. The require- Committee

. p project. < WQA Administration/
ments, which increase costs and length- Finance Committee August 1 Noon
en the permitting process, stem from a WOQA L egislative/Public
1997 policy memo in which the state Information Committee August 8 3:30 p.m.
eStaPI'ShEd new criteria that must be Board and Committee meetings are held at the WQA Office,
met in order to use treated water as 858 Oak Park Road, Site 200, Covina, CA 91724

drinking water.
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